aggression or passivity—do not spring directly from the bottle but find expression due to the social circumstances and personalities in which drunkenness is brought into play."
The same complexities mark the link between alcohol and social relationships. Personal accounts make it clear that alcohol abuse can exacerbate family problems/ mar work relationships, and limit or abort career opportunities. But social relationships are so complex that it is difficult to analyze the specific role of alcohol in shaping them. In many cases, drinking can act more as a justification or excuse for destructive behavior than as a root cause of that behavior.
The Positive Side of Drinking
No accounting of the consequences of alcohol consumption would be complete without mention of the positive aspects oi drinking. As the National Research Council panel on alcoho. abuse noted in its 1981 report, "That benefit results from drinking is usually conceded even by those who are most appallec by the damages. Over [$60 billion was spent in 1983] on alcoho by people who could have chosen to spend the money on bette housing, new clothes, roast beef, or vacations." These expen ditures on alcoholic beverages make a substantial contributioi to the nation's economy.
The alcoholic beverage industry consists of three tiers: th distillers, vintners, and brewers; the distribution and impoi tation companies; and the bars, taverns, liquor stores, groceries restaurants, and other outlets that sell alcohol to the public Many of these outlets depend on the sale of alcohol for the: profit margins. Also, many spectator and participant sport have become closely linked with alcohol sales.
Another important consideration is the amount of drinkin that does not lead to any serious trouble. Although some peop regard any departure from sobriety as a deplorable social an moral problem, for most people short-lived periods of mil intoxication do not cause any substantial harm. Many peop
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